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Help us Communicate this 

Important Message!! 
 

 

 

$400 billion annually is at stake! 

Don’t Let Them Count us OUT!! -  Fill-out the Census 

Form AND Return it by Mail. 

 

The Census is a count of all the people in the United States.  It’s 

used to distribute government money to communities for schools, 

hospitals, and programs like job training that help people.  It’s also 

used by businesses to determine where to open new shops, 

grocery stores, and restaurants.   

 

The Census form comes in the mail, and takes about 10 minutes to 

fill out and send back. 

 

In times like these, it doesn’t make sense to leave money on the 

table for somebody else to take.  Filling out the Census form helps 

organizations that advocate for our families and community fight 

for our fair share of government money.   

 

Filling out the Census form is a free and easy way to fight for the 

resources and respect our community deserves. It’s up to each of 

us to make sure our community counts.   

 

Be smart.  Be counted. 

 

Purpose and 

Benefits of the 

Census 
 

Appeal to Values 

Call to Action 

Simple 

Description 
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Black Men have been Undercounted for Decades! 

Share this message with All Black Men!  

 

The Census is a count of all the people in the United States.  

It’s used to distribute government money to communities for 

schools, hospitals, and programs like job training that help 

people. It’s also used by businesses to determine where to 

open new shops, grocery stores, and restaurants.   

 

The Census form comes in the mail, and takes about 10 

minutes to fill out and send back. 

 

In times like these, it doesn’t make sense to leave money on 

the table for somebody else to take. Filling out the Census 

form helps organizations that advocate for our families and 

community fight for our fair share of government money.   

 

Things are changing. Millions of people voted for the first 

time to elect an African American man to the highest office in 

the land. Voting for President Obama was a step forward. It’s 

time to take another step and fill out the Census form. 

 

Filling out the Census form is a free and easy way to fight for 

the resources and respect our community deserves. It’s up to 

each of us to make sure our community counts.   

 

Be smart. Be counted. 

 

 

 

Purpose and 

Benefits of the 

Census 

 

Appeal to Values 

Appeal to Hope 

Call to Action 

Simple 

Description 
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Answers to Key Questions 
 

 

What does the Census form ask? 

The Census form only asks ten simple questions. The form does not ask about your 

immigration status, criminal record, tax payments, child support or other information that you 

might want to keep private.  Here’s the actual form: 
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How does the Census Bureau use my personal information? 

The Census form only asks the most basic information.  The answers you give on the form are 

grouped with everyone else’s answers to produce statistics.  They don’t report what you said 

on your individual form.  For example, rather than reporting your age, the Census Bureau 

reports the average age of everybody in your neighborhood or city.   Here’s an example of 

what the information looks like: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Will my information be sold to businesses, reported to law enforcement, or given to other 

government agencies? 

 

No.  The Census Bureau does not share your personal information with telemarketers, 

businesses, law enforcement, or other government agencies.  Only city and neighborhood 

statistics are provided, like in the example above.  

 



COMMUNICATING THE MESSAGE EFFECTIVELY 

 

6   CENSUS MESSAGE MANUAL    

 

 

 

How do I know my personal information will be kept confidential? 

 

It’s actually against the law for anyone in the Census Bureau to disclose your personal 

information.  They can go to prison for up to 5 years and/or pay a fine up to $250,000.  

 

Why does the Census form ask for my telephone number? 

 

The Census Bureau sometimes calls people if they don’t understand answers that were written 

on the form.  They want to be sure they have the correct information.  

 

 

Why does the Census form ask about my race and ethnicity? 

 

It’s very important that you fill out the question about race on the Census form.  Information 

about race and ethnicity can be used to measure how different groups are doing in today’s 

society and help address inequalities.   The information can be used to create programs that 

help people, like bilingual education and job training.  The government and community 

advocates also use this information to enforce anti-discrimination laws.   

 

 

I noticed that the form uses the term “Negro.”  Why does the form use a word that some 

people find offensive? 

 

Black people have different perspectives on this, depending on their generation and where 

they come from. According to the Census Bureau, some Black people prefer this term. 

 

 

What should I do if I don’t receive a Census form in the mail? 

 

You can still take part in the Census, even if you don’t get the form in the mail.  You can drop 

by one of the Be Counted Centers right here in our area, where you can get a form.  

 

You can also call to get a form.  You can call the Census Bureau toll free at  1-866-872-6868. If 

you prefer a Spanish-speaking operator, then dial 1-866-928-2010. For the hearing-impaired, 

TDD 1-866-783-2010.  The lines are open from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m., Eastern Standard Time, seven 

days a week, from February 25 through July 30, 2010. 

 

What should I do if I need help filling out the Census form? 

 

Members of our community are ready to help at Questionnaire Assistance Centers.  [Provide 

locations of local centers].  Drop in for help, if you like.  

 


